
Rick Belleville for  
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A clear plan for a stronger Festus

I am running for City Council because I believe Festus should be planned with care, 
honesty, and respect for the people who live here. Our city should grow in a way that 
protects neighborhoods, keeps families safe, and makes life better for everyone. 

Open and Honest City Government

Residents deserve to know what is happening in their city. City Council meeting agendas 
should be posted at least seven days ahead of time. When large developments are planned, 
nearby neighbors should be clearly notified with signs and direct communication. Road and 
traffic impacts must be reviewed before approvals are given, with input from the Street 
Department, Special Road District, and state transportation officials when needed. These steps 
will help protect drivers, walkers, and cyclists and rebuild trust in city government.


Clear and Simple City Information Online

City information should be easy to find and easy to understand. Festus needs a better website 
and online tools where residents can see budgets, plans, and utility information, and share 
feedback. A simple online platform for questions and comments would help residents stay 
informed and involved in city decisions.


A Real Plan for City Growth

Festus needs a clear plan for the future. Growth should not be driven only by developers. I 
support creating a five- and ten-year city plan that protects neighborhoods, guides business 
growth, and stops spot zoning that benefits only a few. A strong plan helps protect property 
values, supports good jobs, and attracts the kinds of stores and restaurants residents want, 
while making sure roads, utilities, and services can handle growth.


A Community Center for Festus

Festus needs a shared place where people can gather, learn, and stay active. I support forming 
a citizen committee to plan a future Festus Community Center. This group would look at what 
we already have, such as the high school, library, and YMCA, and decide what our city needs 
now and in the years ahead. A downtown location would help support local businesses and 
Main Street while giving families a central place to connect.




Affordable Housing for Local Families

Many families want to live in Festus but cannot afford a home. I support partnerships with 
groups like Habitat for Humanity and local builders to create small, energy-efficient starter 
homes that working families can afford. These homes should be well planned, safe, and part of 
neighborhoods with green space. New housing rules should prevent overcrowding and keep 
streets wide and safe.


Stronger Building Codes for Safety

House fires are a serious risk. Updating local building codes to require better fire-resistant 
materials in new homes and major remodels can save lives and property. These changes give 
families more time to escape and help firefighters do their jobs more safely.


Reliable Water, Sewer, and Power Systems

Safe and dependable infrastructure is critical. Pump stations should have backup power so 
homes are protected during outages. Festus must also plan carefully for future water use so 
new projects do not strain supplies needed by residents and families.


Smart Rules for Data Centers

If data centers are approved, the city must manage them carefully. Revenue from data centers 
should be tracked separately and saved before being spent. Funds should be used for long-
term needs like infrastructure and cleanup when a site closes. This protects taxpayers and 
ensures the city is not left with costly problems later. Impact to the municipal grid and public 
utilities need to be considered in an educated manner before approval is made.


Looking Ahead: A Regional Airport

I support studying the idea of a regional airport near Festus that could support transportation 
needs and future economic growth. Any such project should be carefully planned, sized 
responsibly, and focused on long-term benefits for the community.




Festus does not need rushed decisions. It needs 
steady, thoughtful leadership and a clear plan. 
Community progress is not a race. It is a journey we 
take together. 
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